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MINUTES OF THE 2012 INTERNETNZ ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 
 
Status:   Draft 
 
Date:    Thursday 12 July 2012 
 
Venue:  NZ 1&2, SkyCity Convention Centre  
                                   Auckland 
 

    

Frank March (InternetNZ President) welcomed Members and other guests, and officially opened 
the seventeenth AGM of InternetNZ at 6.40pm.  He ensured that there was a quorum of 
financial members and announced that voting had re-opened and would close at approximately 
8.00pm.  Only members who have been a financial member for at least three months are eligible 
to vote. 

1. Apologies: 

Apologies were received from Vivian Chandra, Andrew McEwen Mason, Thomas Morgan, Keith 
Norris, Rick Shera, Dennis Viehland, Ross Young, Roger Hicks and Donna Hiser. 

AGM 01/12 THAT the apologies be accepted.                         
(President/Peter Macaulay)                                             
CARRIED U 

2. Minutes of 2011 AGM and Matters Arising: 

The minutes of the 2011 AGM were taken as read.  

AGM 02/12 THAT the minutes of the 2011 AGM be received and adopted as a true and 
accurate record of the meeting.                                                             

(President/Reg Hammond) 
CARRIED U 

3. President’s Report: 

The President noted in his report that the inaugural NetHui has been an enormous success and 
exceeded expectations.  The second NetHui had surpassed the first and was another great 
event.  

The President noted the retirement of Don Christie as a Councillor and thanked him for his 
contribution to the Council. With Don’s departure, there will then be another Councillor to be 
elected for a one-year term in addition to the election of two Councillors for 3-year terms. 



The President also acknowledged Donna Hiser who had stepped down as a member of the 
NZRS Board after the AGM meeting.   

AGM 03/12 THAT the President’s Report be received.             
(President/Colin Jackson)                                             
CARRIED U 

AGM 04/12 THAT the Annual Report be received.                
(President/Don Christie)                                              
CARRIED U 

AGM 05/12 THAT the Audited Annual Accounts be accepted.           
(President/Don Christie)                                              
CARRIED U 

AGM 06/12 THAT BDO - Wellington be appointed auditor for the ensuing year. 
(President/Bruce Clement)                                              
CARRIED U 

4. CE Report: 

The President invited Vikram Kumar to speak to his report.  Vikram briefly talked about the 
community funding, which is also known as Grants. He noted that there will be two funding 
rounds for this financial year. The first round for $100,000 is currently open and he invited 
anyone who has any project proposal for Internet policy or Internet legal research to apply.  
Details on how to apply is available on the InternetNZ website.  Another funding round will 
occur at the end of the financial year. 

Vikram noted that over four financial years, the operational budget has been static but the 
amount of work done by InternetNZ has increased substantially.  Vikram explained that the 
increase in work was brought about by two major changes: (1) having external staff 
(contractors) to do work that cannot be done in-house, (2) diversification of functions which 
allowed staff supporting a single activity before, to now lead their own activity. 

Paul McKitrick, as Chair of the NZ Internet Task Force (NZITF), thanked Vikram and 
InternetNZ for the secretariat support that was provided to NZITF. 

Andy Linton and Dean Pemberton also acknowledged the work and support of InternetNZ and 
thanked them on behalf of the NZ Network Operators’ Group (NZNOG) and the NZ IPv6 
Task Force. 

AGM 07/12 THAT the report of the Chief Executive be received.           
(President/Dean Pemberton)                                              
CARRIED U                

5. 2011/2012 Budget:  

AGM 08/12 THAT the 2012/13 Business Plan and Budget be adopted. 
(President/David Farrar)                                              
CARRIED U   

6. Information update: 

The President invited Campbell Gardiner (Communications Lead) to speak to his report on the 
member’s survey for 2012. Campbell noted that the survey is not in any way statistically valid 



but merely a reflection of opinions of those who responded to the survey. The survey was run 
in June 2012 and received 55 respondents, who were predominantly male and from the lower 
North Island.  

Overall, majority of the respondents said that they are very happy with InternetNZ’s 
performance in meeting its goals of protecting and promoting the Internet in New Zealand. 

7. General Business:  

Proposed change for the Membership Privacy Policy  

The President invited discussion on Council’s recent decision to “change the privacy policy for 
members to allow members of Council to have same access as the InternetNZ staff so that as 
members of Council they are entitled to know who the members are and contact them, if 
necessary”.  

Despite the announcement of change via the Members-announce mailing list, the change will not 
take effect in two-day’s time but instead this will be put on hold until the next Council meeting. 
The President noted that voting cannot be done at the AGM as an appropriate motion had to 
have been submitted a few days prior to the meeting.  But he suggested to have an open 
discussion around the issue and invited a small number of speakers from both sides – two 
speakers who are opposed and another two speakers who are in favour of the decision – so the 
Council can note these and consider it at the next Council meeting. 

After a brief discussion, the President conducted a straw poll to have an indication as to what 
members think of the motion.  There were more people who were in favour of the motion than 
those opposed.  The President reiterated that the change of the privacy policy will not take 
effect until after the next Council meeting.  The indication of members present at the AGM, 
noting that they are not representative of the full membership, will be considered by the 
Council. 

Announcement of two new Fellows 

The President announced that Council had appointed two new Fellows to InternetNZ: Donna 
Hiser and Dean Pemberton.  

The President announced that voting would be closed at 8.00pm and provisional results would 
be announced at 8.20pm. 

7.53pm to 8.03pm – Refreshment break.  

8. DNCL Report:   

The President invited Joy Liddicoat (DNCL Chair) and Debbie Monahan (Domain Name 
Commissioner) to speak to their report. Joy gave a brief overview of what DNCL is about and 
how it works and Debbie gave an overview of the report in more depth.  

Over the last year DNCL had done three policy reviews; they have introduced the Registrant 
Information search service (which allows people to search the domain names registered under a 
registrant name); and also had the DNSSEC policy implementation. They have also developed a 
Security Strategy and its goal is that “.nz is a trusted and responsible ccTLD in the area of 
cybersecurity”. 



They have also refreshed the promotional material for the “.nz is our home” campaign. A new 
video has already been released and is now available on the Domain Name Commission’s 
website. 

For the year ahead, Joy briefly discussed their activities for 2012-2013 which includes the 
marking of the 10-year anniversary of the .nz Shared Registry Services, and also working on 
ways to promote and raise awareness of .nz. 

The President thanked Joy, Debbie and the members of the DNCL Board. 

AGM 09/12 THAT the DNCL Annual Report be received.                     
(President/Peter Macaulay)                                              
CARRIED U 
 

 
NZRS Report:  

The President invited Richard Curry (NZRS Chair) and Jay Daley (NZRS CE) to speak to their 
report. Richard briefly discussed the revenue, expenses and profits of NZRS over the last few 
years as well as the growth of the monthly domain name registrations for the last five years.  

Richard thanked Jay and his fellow members of the NZRS Board for the job well done over the 
last year. He also acknowledged Donna Hiser’s retirement from the NZRS Board after being a 
member for nine years and thanked her for her incredible contributions to NZRS. And lastly, he 
thanked DNCL for working closely with NZRS. He believes that with NZRS and DNCL working 
together, this will improve the overall output of the group. 

Jay briefly discussed NZRS’ five strategic goals which are: 

• Deliver continuous domain name availability to registrars, their customers and 
all Internet users. 

• Deliver world-class registry services that continually improve. 
• Support InternetNZ through tangible contributions of income, governance and 

management resources, and expert knowledge. 
• Develop services and technology within a long-term evolutionary framework to 

meet the future needs of Internet users. 
• Deliver, in partnership with DNCL, a successful long-term strategy for .nz. 

Donald Clark raised a question around the rise in general expenses in-line with the revenue and 
asked what key things were driving this.  In response, Jay said that rather than a rise in revenue 
it is more about investments on the SRS. 

The President noted that the outcome of the re-tendering of the IANA contract is a significant 
development which is entirely due to the influence New Zealand and InternetNZ exerts within 
the ICANN space and that this needs to be recognised as a great achievement. The President 
thanked Jay, Richard and the NZRS Board. 

AGM 10/12 THAT the NZRS Annual Report be received.                     
(President/Hamish MacEwan)                                              
CARRIED U 

 

 



9. Announcement of Election Results:  

No vote was required for the Council President and Vice President positions as there was only 
one nomination received for each position.  Frank March and Jamie Baddeley were re-appointed 
as President and Vice President respectively. 

There were six nominations for three vacancies as members for the InternetNZ Council. Susi 
Cosimo (Returning Officer) announced the provisional election results as follows: 

Councillors:  
Hamish MacEwan   – 3 year term until AGM 2015 
Brenda Wallace   – 3 year term until AGM 2015 
Michael Foley  – 1 year term until AGM 2013                                         
 
The results were subject to sign off by an independent scrutineer and Justice of the Peace – 
Maureen Milburn. They were to be finalised the next day on Friday, 13 July 2012. The final 
results of the elections were to be published on the InternetNZ website the following week.  

There was also one motion proposed to constitutional amendment that was passed: 

(Moved by: Donald Clark, seconded by: Frank March) 
 

THAT the following be added to the InternetNZ constitution: 
 
6.9 Council Member Indemnity 
 
6.9.1 Council members shall not be liable to the Society or any of its members for: 
(a) any losses or liabilities; 
(b) any act or acts or attempted act done in exercise of or pursuant to any power or discretion 
vested in them by this Constitution or any bylaws; or 
(c) any omission or omissions or non-exercise in respect of any obligation under this 
Constitution, bylaws or any other obligation imposed on them by virtue of their role, 
 
except losses or liabilities arising from their own dishonesty, wilful default or wilful breach of 
trust or negligence in the carrying out of their legal responsibilities. 
 
6.9.2 Council Members, and every other person acting on behalf of the Council, shall be 
indemnified out of the Society’s assets against all proper liabilities and expenses incurred by 
them in the exercise or attempted exercise of the powers and discretions vested in them and in 
respect of any matter or thing done or omitted to be done in any way relating to their 
responsibilities. 

6.9.3 The liability of Council Members in connection with this constitution or at law, in equity, or 
on any other basis shall at all times be limited to the assets of the Society. 

The President congratulated all the new Councillors who have been elected.  

The President thanked the unsuccessful candidates for Council for their interest and 
noted that once again we had a strong field of candidates for the vacancies on Council. 

The President thanked Jamie Baddeley for carrying out his duties as Acting President while he 
was away overseas for three weeks and also for the great support he has given him personally 
for the last six weeks. 



The President thanked Policy Advisory Group (PAG) and acknowledged the work that they do 
around policy development. 

The President also noted Richard Wood’s resignation from InternetNZ and thanked him for his 
work. Richard has been the lead organiser of the two NetHui Conferences. 

Meeting closed: There being no further business, the 2012 Annual General Meeting 
closed at 8.40pm. 
 
 
Signed as a true and correct record: 

 
 
 
 

………………………………………….. 
Frank March, CHAIR 


